
BREAKING THE MAYA CODE 
 

CREDITS 
 
 Written and Directed by David Lebrun 

 
 Based on the book  Breaking the Maya Code 
  by Michael D.Coe 
  published by Thames & Hudson Ltd. 

 
 Produced by Rosey Guthrie  
  David Lebrun 
 
 Narrator CCH Pounder 
  
 Cinematography Amy Halpern  
  Steven Kline 
 
 Graphic Design and Animation Charles Owens 
 
 Calligraphy and Graphic Art Mark Van Stone 

 
 
 

 Editors Eric Marin 
  Faith Radle 
  David Lebrun 

 
 Music Yuval Ron 

 
 Sound Design George Lockwood 

 
 
 

 Executive Producer Nick Noxon 
 

 Line Producer Faith Radle 
 

 Associate Producers Karen Olender 
  Rebecca Hartzell 

 
 Contributing Producer Amy Halpern 

 
 Arte France Commissioning Editor Christoph Jorg 
 
ARTE France Unité Découverte et Connaissance  Hélène Coldefy 

 

Night Fire Films  •  3711 Ocean View Ave.   L.A.   CA   90066  •  ph (310) 821-9133  •  fx (310) 821-0224  •  www.nightfirefilms.org 



BREAKING THE MAYA CODE 
 

 
 Lighting Amy Halpern 

 
 Still Photography Steven Kline 

 
 

Guatemala Honduras & Mexico Production 
 

 Grip and Electric Raul Salazar  
  Javier Guadarrama  

 
 Location Sound Galen Handy 

 
 Production Services  Riviera Maya Films 

 
 

U.S. & Canada Production 
 

 Additional Lighting Shaun Madigan  
  Cricket Peters 
  Bobby V Vercruse 

 
 Location Sound Gustavo Aguilar 

 
 Additional Sound Galen Handy 
  Frank Russo 
  JT Takagi 

 
 Camera Assistant Gustavo Aguilar 

 
 Grip/Electric NY Joan Vercruse 

 
 Prod. Manager Austin Suzanne Mason 

 
 

Europe & Russia Production 
 

 Line Producer Laura J. Medina 
 

 Unit Manager Dresden Carsten Moritz MCS-Saschen 
 

 Addt’l Lighting Dresden Bernd Kulow 
 

 Location Sound Dresden Thomas Fiedler 
 

Night Fire Films  •  3711 Ocean View Ave.   L.A.   CA   90066  •  ph (310) 821-9133  •  fx (310) 821-0224  •  www.nightfirefilms.org 



BREAKING THE MAYA CODE 
 

 Unit Manager Madrid Leslie Dann  
  Cruz Dann Productions 

 
 Addt’l Lighting Madrid Angel Pizarro Rodriguez 

 
 Grip Madrid Ildefonso Rodriguez Sanchez 

 
 Unit Manager St. Petersburg Alex Chizhenok 

 
 Grip & Electric St. Petersburg Igor Vinockurov 
  Dimitri Oichovikov 

 
 
 

Dramatizations 
 

 Line Producer Adam Hyman 
 

 Art Director Regina O'Brien 
 

 Set Decorators Josh Littman 
  Tony Prado 

 
 Costumer Jeannine Wiest 

 
 Makeup Ameneh Mahloudji 

 
 Prop Fabricators Mark Van Stone 
  Paul Johnson  
  Roland Lebrun 

 
 Technocrane Camera Operator Rick Fuzzy Favazzo 
 
 Technocrane Operator Damon De Grignon 

 
 Panavision Stage crew  Chris Gurrola 
  Vince Oullet 

 
 Special Effects Eddie Surkin 

 
 Camera Assistants Loren Elkins 
  Daryl Furr 

 
 Electric Jeff Stewart 

 

Night Fire Films  •  3711 Ocean View Ave.   L.A.   CA   90066  •  ph (310) 821-9133  •  fx (310) 821-0224  •  www.nightfirefilms.org 



BREAKING THE MAYA CODE 
 

 Production Assistants Maritza Alvarez  
  Aliza Gold 
  Shannon Vincent-Brown 
  David Weld 
  Josh Willis 
  Chavela Zepeda 

 
 Dramatizations Cast Michael Agustin 
  Stephen Berkman 
  Jesus Canul Tamayo 
  John Canul 
  Daryl Furr 
  Ben Halpern  
  Mark Van Stone 
  Galo Zapata 

 
 Additional voices Policarpo Chaj 
  Rosey Guthrie 
  David Lebrun 
  Philip Proctor 

 
 

 Post Production Supervisor Faith Radle 
 

 Additional Editing Kimberly White 
 

 Assistant Editors Kinga Dobos 
  Jed Lackritz 
  Bernadette Rivero 

 
 Digital Graphics Nik Blumish 
  James Bromley 
  Daryl Furr 
  Bernadette Rivero 
  Kimberly White 

 
 Research Cheyenne Spetzler 
  Josephine Volpe 

 
 Additional Research Peter Coogan  
  Eduardo Sanchez 

 
 Translations Allen J Christenson 
  Barbara MacLeod 
  Bernadette Rivero 

Night Fire Films  •  3711 Ocean View Ave.   L.A.   CA   90066  •  ph (310) 821-9133  •  fx (310) 821-0224  •  www.nightfirefilms.org 



BREAKING THE MAYA CODE 
 

 Transcriptions Claudia Des Lauriers 
  Zachary Hruby 
  Kaylee Spenser 
  Production Transcripts 

 
 Music Recorded and Mixed at YRM Studios Los Angeles 

 
 Assistant to Composer Christopher R. Bly 

 
 Earth Harp William Close 

 
 Banjo, Melodica, Guitar Kyle Butz 

 
 Keyboards, Percussion, Guitar Yuval Ron 

 
 Music Programming Nick Salerno 
  Yuval Ron 

 
 Mix Stems Engineer Christopher R Bly 

 
 Narration and Voice Recording Sunburst Recording 

 
 Recording Engineer Bob Wayne 

 
 Online facility Digital Film Tree 

 
 Colorist Patrick Woodard 

 
 Online Editor Lakan de Leon 

 
 
 

Advisory Board 
 

Michael D. Coe - Principal Advisor 
 Federico Fahsen William L. Fash 
 Nikolai Grube Stephen D. Houston 
 Justin Kerr Simon Martin 
 Peter Mathews Mary Ellen Miller 
 Robert J. Sharer David Stuart 
 George E. Stuart Karl A. Taube 
 Barbara Tedlock Evon Vogt 

 
 
 

Night Fire Films  •  3711 Ocean View Ave.   L.A.   CA   90066  •  ph (310) 821-9133  •  fx (310) 821-0224  •  www.nightfirefilms.org 



BREAKING THE MAYA CODE 
 

Additional Consultants 
 

 Ricardo Agurcia David Freidel 
 Chris Jones John Justeson 
 Terry Kaufman Dorie Reents-Budet 

Dennis Tedlock 
 
 

Interviewees 
  
 Ricardo Agurcia Elizabeth Benson 
 Michael D. Coe Federico Fahsen 
 William L. Fash David Freidel 
 Ian Graham Gillett Griffin 
  Nikolai Grube Nicholas Hopkins 
 Stephen D. Houston Kathryn Josserand 
 Justin Kerr Barbara MacLeod 
 Simon Martin Lolmay Garcia Matzar 
 Peter Mathews Linda Schele 
 Nikté Juliana Sis Iboy David Stuart 
 George E. Stuart Barbara Tedlock 
 Dennis Tedlock Angel Xiloj 
 

 
Permissions to film at museums and sites granted by 

 
IDAEH - Institute of Anthropology and History of Guatemala 

IHAH - National Institution of Anthropology and History Honduras 
National Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology Guatemala City 

OKMA Maya Language Center Antigua 
Copán Museum 

Los Angeles County Museum of Art 
The Huntington Library 

Benson Library University of Texas Austin 
Dallas Museum of Art 

Center for Maya Research North Carolina 
Cullman Library Smithsonian Institution  

Dumbarton Oaks Research Library 
Metropolitan Museum of Art NY 

Boston Museum of Fine Arts 
Museo de América Madrid 

Real Academia de la Historia Madrid 
Sachsische Landesbibiliothek Dresden 
Kunstkamera Museum St. Petersburg 

 

Night Fire Films  •  3711 Ocean View Ave.   L.A.   CA   90066  •  ph (310) 821-9133  •  fx (310) 821-0224  •  www.nightfirefilms.org 



BREAKING THE MAYA CODE 
 

Filming at Mexican archaeological sites and museums authorized by the  
National Institute of Anthropology and History 

CONACULTA - INAH - MEX 
 
 

Archival Images and Footage courtesy of 
 
 Thor Anderson BBC Worldwide Americas 
 Mike Beetem The British Museum 
 Frank Cancian Chip Clark 
 Michael Coe Lin Crocker Deletaille 
 H. Dubois Direct Holdings 
 Galina Dzeniskevitch Galina Ershova 
 The Field Museum Fine Arts Museum of San Francisco 
 FotoSoyuz Agency Gordon W. Gahan 
 William E. Bill Garrett Getty Research Institute  
 Kurt Ghode, Transylvania University Gillett Griffin 
 Nikolai Grube Ann Parks Hawthorne 
 Phillip Hofstetter Peter Horner 
 Otis Imboden JMW Productions 
 Maya Vase Photographs © Justin Kerr, 2008  John M. Keshishian  
 Harri Kettunen S. Ashley Kistler  
 Museum of Cultures Basel Switzerland National Geographic Society  
 Nevada Historical Society New York Times and Redux Pictures 

Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology,Harvard University 
 Jorge Perez de Lara Prelinger Archives / Getty Images  
 Merle Greene Robertson David Schele 

Smithsonian Institution - Human Studies Film Archive    
Smithsonian Institution - National Anthropological Archives 

 Hube Smith, Kuxtal Productions Char Solomon 
 David Stuart George E. Stuart 
 Thames & Hudson Mark Van Stone 
 U.C.L.A. Library Special Collections U.S. Department of Defense 
 U.S. Geological Survey University of Oklahoma Press 

University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology 
 Unknown Planet Productions WQED  

Michel Zabé / AZA 
 
 

Special Thanks 
 

 Richard Amadril, Panavision Patricia Ancona 
 Dr. Jaime J. Awe Dr. Yuri Berezkin 
 Andrea Buchanan Cinelease 
 Cristin Cash Crisanto Kumul Chan 

Night Fire Films  •  3711 Ocean View Ave.   L.A.   CA   90066  •  ph (310) 821-9133  •  fx (310) 821-0224  •  www.nightfirefilms.org 



BREAKING THE MAYA CODE 
 

 Felipe Valladolid Chavez Constance Lebrun Crown 
 Oscar Cruz ,Director, Copán Ruinas Ellen Danien 
 Eduardo de la Barcena, Trata Films David Dressing 
 Jose Andres Caamal Dzul Virginia M. Fields 
 Alessandro Giuseppini David Hays, E-Film 
 David Hersten  Honduras Institute of Tourism 

INGUAT - The Guatemalan Tourism Commission 
 Julie Jones David Joy 
 Alan H. Jutzi Peter Keeler 
 Barbara Kerr Lothar Koch 
 Latin American Library, Tulane University Kimbell Museum of Art, Fort Worth 
 Alfonso Lacadena Dianna Linden 
 Ian McCausland, Abel Cine Tech Claudia Monzón 
 Carmen Ordoñez Leslie Overstreet 
 Gustavo Pennock John Pohl 
 Jeffrey Quilter Michael Ricker 
 Hilda Rodriguez Andy Romanoff 
 Gustavo Sagastume Elaine Schele 
 Enzo Sisti Ana Smith 
 Kirk Straight Fernando Urias  
David Wilson, Museum of Jurassic Technology Graydon Wood, Philadelphia Museum of Art 

Tuumben Saasil students, Sisbicchén, Yucatán 
 
 

 
 Transportation Provided by    

  “Nobody knows Mexico like Mexicana” 
 
 
 

 Non-profit Sponsor Pre-Columbian Art Research Institute 
 
 
 

 Funding Support Valentine Kass 
  Ed Merrin 
  Karen Fuglie Miles 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Night Fire Films  •  3711 Ocean View Ave.   L.A.   CA   90066  •  ph (310) 821-9133  •  fx (310) 821-0224  •  www.nightfirefilms.org 



BREAKING THE MAYA CODE 
 

 
 

Major funding provided by 
 
 

National Endowment for the Humanities 

and 

National Science Foundation, grant #0407101 
 
 

Opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect the views of the NEH or NSF. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This film is dedicated to the memory of   
 

Kathryn Josserand 

Floyd Lounsbury 

Linda Schele 

Evon Vogt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© 2008 Night Fire Films 
 

Night Fire Films  •  3711 Ocean View Ave.   L.A.   CA   90066  •  ph (310) 821-9133  •  fx (310) 821-0224  •  www.nightfirefilms.org 


